ALL ABOUT OBJECTIVES


GENERAL OBJECTIVE

· It refers to what your students will be able to achieve after your lesson. 

· A general objective allows you to develop clear evaluation criteria on which to evaluate your lesson.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES: 

· What lesson stages does your general objective imply? Each specific objective is the way in which you justify the reason to include that specific stage. 

· Specific objectives should be written in a coherent and logical way so that when read together a road towards the achievement of the global objective can be perceived.

· Very frequently, one or more of the specific objectives might be exactly the same as the general one.

OBJECTIVES COMPONENTS

· WHO

Writing objectives starting with “Students will . . .”  makes the objective student-centered and allows teachers to see more clearly what students will be able to do.

· WHAT

This refers to a definition of the teaching point and it is probably the most difficult part of writing objectives. There are no recipes. The more you know about different areas of language teaching (functions, notions, syntax, reading and listening comprehension strategies, etc) the easier it will be to write objectives. Consider:

If the teaching point is . . . .

A FUNCTION: specify which function(s) you are going to focus on and add some exponents as examples.

E.g. 

· Students will ask for (How can I get to . . ?) and give directions (go straight ahead on, turn left/right,  

etc.) to get to an specific place in a city

· Students will ask and tell about future traveling plans using present continuous.

A GRAMMAR POINT: Specify not only the structure (form) but also its function (meaning) and its use.

E.g. 

· Students will use imperatives (go straight ahead, turn left/right, etc.) and sequence words (first, then, finally) to give directions in a city.

· Students will use present continuous to tell and ask about future traveling plans.

A SKILL: Specify what the skill is (reading, listening, writing, speaking) and what specific strategy students will be working with (skimming, scanning, listening for the main idea, listening for specific information, etc.)

E.g.

· Students will listen for specific information in order to get information about flight departures in an airport.

· Students will read for main ideas in an academic biology article about Whales.

VOCABULARY: As in the case of grammar vocabulary aspects to be taught include form (collocation, part of the speech they are, spelling, etc), meaning (denotative and connotative) and use (formal or informal). So describe what aspect of vocabulary will be considered in your lesson.

E.g.

· Students will reinforce different meanings and uses of verbs related to ways of walking (stagger, wander, stroll, limp, etc.) and looking (stare, peep, blink, gaze, glance, etc.) when solving a crossword puzzle.

· Students will identify useful lexical chunks for academic writing when reading “The Journal of Chemical Thermodynamics”.

· HOW FAR 

· What do you want students to do with the teaching point: to get familiar with it, to review it, to recognize it, to use it, to conceptualize it? 

· Rather than how far you wan students to get with your objective think about how far it is possible to get.

· Do always try to use observable verbs, unless it is an important learning stage which is not possible to express in observable behavior.

· WHEN / UNDER WHICH CONDITIONS

It refers to the context in which you expect the students to perform the desired behavior

E.g

· Students will write down phone numbers when heard in a telephone conversation

· Students will reinforce different meanings and uses of nouns related to ways of walking (stagger, wander, stroll, limp, etc.), looking (stare, peep, blink, gaze, glance, etc.) when solving a crossword puzzle
· Students will listen for specific information in order to get information about flight departures in an airport
· Students will read for main ideas in an academic biology article about Whales
REMINDERS FOR GENERAL & SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

· Learning objectives must be brief, clear and specific

· Learning objectives should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Acceptable, Realistic to achieve and Time-bound with a deadline). Copyright Park University
· Keep objectives short and focused on a single outcome
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